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The Wind In The Willows by Kenneth Grahame Week 7 

And so we come back in our story to Mr Toad, does he still have his obsession with motor cars? We will 

find out in Episode 7. 

Don’t forget you can listen to the BBC as an audiobook (free, but you will have to create an account if you 

don’t have one, or find it on the BBC Sounds app) 

And read the script, which you can download from the Willow Class homework page. 

Our objective this week is write Mr Toad’s story – from the end of the episode. You get to choose where 

he goes and what he does after this episode – you need to read it to find out why! 

Task 1 
 
Look up, tell, 

read and 
listen. 

The first task is to enjoy reading Episode 7 - it gets exciting! 
 
But before you get started, look up these words and write their meanings in your book, 
it will help you along the way (Here is a good online dictionary if you don’t have one): 
 

Dank, sty, rapture, pursued, queerest, baffled, furnace, motley 
 

Be careful with words with more than one meaning – think about which fits with the 
context of the story. 

 

Can you tell the story so far to a nearby adult? 
 
Now read the script and have a pencil and paper ready as I am sure there will be other 
words that you might want to look up. 
 
You can use the audiobook too, if you like or share your reading with an adult. 

Task 2 
 
The smell of 
hot buttered 

toast… 
 

Developing 
descriptive 

writing 

Have a look at page 1 paragraph 5 that begins ‘She carried in a tray of fragrant tea…’  
 
Kenneth Grahame writes a beautifully descriptive sentence of all the memories that are 
brought alive by the smell of hot buttered toast. In fact he lists 5 different memories 
that are brought alive by that smell. He lists them using commas between each one. 
 
If you need a reminder about using commas in a list, check out this video and activities. 
 
You have done some lovely descriptive writing in this series of lessons, but you mainly 
focus on what you see and what you feel (for show not tell). Here we are going to focus 
on your sense of smell. 
 
Make a list of smells that bring back memories. For example, the smell of suncream 
might remind you of holidays, the smell of candles might remind you of birthdays or the 
smell of straw might remind you of pets/horses. 
 
Now choose one of these aromas (smells) and list as many memories linked to that smell 
as you can. For example: The smell of freshly mown grass. 

- playing with my friends on the field 
- summer walks by the river 
- watching cricket on the green 
- lying on my back and watching the clouds scoot by 
- delicious picnics in the park 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/brand/b03g64pq
https://www.northleighprimaryschool.org.uk/classes_Y4_Willow_03_Homework.php
https://chambers.co.uk/search/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z8x6cj6/articles/zxvcrdm
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Now put them together in a sentence starting ‘The smell of _________ simply talked to 
your name, talked of…’ 
 
Here is mine: 
The smell of freshly mown grass simply talked to Mr Webster, talked of summer days 
strolling by the river, playing games with friends on the vast school field, scrumptious 
picnics in the park, watching cricket on the village green and lying on his back watching 
marshmallow clouds scoot by. 
 
Can you see that I have adjusted my ideas slightly to fit and added a few more adjectives 
for more detail? Have a go and transport yourself to a land of memories! 

Task 3 
 

What 
happens to 
Mr Toad? 

 
Planning 

You are going to continue Mr Toad’s story from the end of the episode. 
 
He has escaped from the dank dungeon, he has avoided the police who chased him but 
now he is in a woodland, it is night time, he doesn’t know where he is and he has no 
money. 
 
You are free to write whatever you think happens next – does he find his way through 
the wood? Does he encounter new animals? Does he make new friends? Does he find his 
old friends? What do they think of him escaping prison? He has been very lucky, does his 
luck continue? Does he change his ways and behave himself? Or is he the same clever 
Toad who gets in to trouble and talks his way out of it? You can decide! 
 
Plan your story 
You know how you like to plan – you can draw a storyboard, make notes or use the story 
mountain like you have in the past (there is one to print at the end of these notes). 
 
Bring all the things that we have been practising to your story: 
Descriptive writing – tell me what Mr Toad can see, hear and smell 
Show not Tell – show me how he (and other characters) are feeling at different points. 
Speech – remember to have some dialogue between characters 
Persuasion – Mr Toad can be very persuasive when he wants to be! 

Task 4 
 

What 
happens to 
Mr Toad? 

 
Story 

Now it’s time to write your story. 
 
Write as much as you can. This is the last big write before the summer so put all your 
effort in to it! 
 
Make sure you look at your plan – use all the great ideas that you have come up with. 
 
If you are stuck for a beginning, you could use ‘Mr Toad woke with a jolt as he 
remembered he was hiding in the hollow tree…’ 
 
Off you go, good luck, you can do it, I have every confidence in you! 
 
When you are done, don’t forget to read it through out loud to yourself (to make sure it 
makes sense) and edit for spelling and punctuation. 
 
I’d love to see what you come up with, take a photo and email it to me. Do ask me 
questions if you are not sure about anything.  Take care! Mr Webster.  
 
PS We haven’t had time to look at episodes 8, 9 and 10, why don’t you finish the story – 
reading or listening and find out what really happened to Mr Toad! 
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